Tree climbers have been scaling
new hefghts at Olds College.
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From May 30 to June 1, the School of Horticulture s Arboriculturs
program hosted the International Society of Arboniculture Prairie
Chapter 2008 Tree Climbing Championship (TCC).

Charlene Scott, Women’s Division Champion, Ken
Moore, Men’s Division Champion and Laurie Newsham,
Chair of the Championship..

“The purpese of the event i to bring cimbing arbonsts togesher from across the Canadian
Praine io display their skills, expertice and safe work-practices to the public,” says Laune
Neswcham, organzing commuttes chair and arborculiure metructor at the College.

“Bath the wormen's champion and the men's champson went
on fo represent the Socety at the Intematonal Championship
held this year in St Louis, Missouri in July ™

Seven competifion events were lheld on the green space

and in the frees between Duncan Marshall Place and Frank
Gnsdale Hall on campus. "In the Work Climb, fhe climber musk
complete five diferert taske throughout the tree canopy that
are 2 commoan part of the workday m a free,” he added . “They
must oo this as fast and a5 safely as they can. Typically, it
takes up to 10 exciting minutes fo complete.”

The crowsd-pleasing Aenal Rescue event imvolved the
assessment of an injured climber (a ifelike mannequin). “The
competing dimber follows high angle emengency profocols
and then accesses the mured cimber n order bo safely lower
him io the ground,” caid Newsham. “Thiz = an exoiting event
because =0 few emergency sennces are frained in extncating
emergency responselaenal rescue regulardy in order fo be
resady if such a situation ocowrs™

{Jther cormpetitions included the Belayed Speed Climb and
the: Fooflock Event. The judges look for the fnesse and flud movement of the dimber n
the: tree. " he added. Charlene Scott 12 an Olde College grad who majored in Arbomculture
(2(8]7).. She was one of the many featured competiors this weekend.

“I've been prepanng for the event by practiang the vanous shills requined for the
compedtition,” she =aid. "But | also use this weekend as a way io meet fellow artbonstE
the: industry and o leam from them." As well| she views the weekend's evenis 3¢ a great
opportunity to create awareness of arboriculture. Waybe it wall mspire a few ndnaduals to
pursue: a career n the field themselves " che sad.

The Arboncuiture program at ‘Olds College has a high perceniage of hands-on training.
“Every graduate from our program has the opportunity to acquire the skills necessary fo
compete successhully i this championship,” said Newshiam_ “The shills required for every
event are discussed and presented in dass, as well as pracdiiced and performed.”

Arbonculture is 2 growing mdustry, he noted. “Cur graduates have an abundance of job
opporturnibes to choose from” he said But he was quick to pont out that the ability to
dimb trees ie only part of the job desonption. "An afsoret must underctand ol water and
plant relationships,” he said “They must understand the role of insects in the urban forest.
Our graduaies: leam these things.”




